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TON, after having reprefented in Vifion 
ee Hiftory of Mankind to the Firft great Period 
of Nature, difpatches the remaining Part of 
it in Narration. He has devifed a very hand- 
fome Reafos. for the Angel’s proceeding with 
aferthis manner;tho’ doubtlefs, the true Reafon was 

Iry which the Poet would have found to have 
ed cut fo mixt and complicated a Story in vifible Ob- 
| could with, however, that the Author had done it, 
er Pains it might have coft him. To give my Opi- 
“Bietly, Ithink that the exhibiting Part of the Hiftory of 
ul in Vifion, and part in Narrative, is asifan Hiftory 
npr hhould put in Colours one half of his Subject, and 
olf down the remaining part of it. If Milton’s Poem flags 
yere, it is in this Narration, where in fome places 
“Echor has been fo attentive to his Divinity, that he 
“potted his Poetry. The Narration, however, rites 
ppily on feveral Oceafions, where the Subject is capa- 
Poetical Ornaments, a9 particularly in the Contu- 
hich he defcribes among the Builders of Badel, and 
ort Sketch of the Plagues of Egypt. The Storm of 
d Fire, with the Darknefs that over{pread the Land 
Days, are defcribed with great Strength. The beau- 
fage, which follows, is raifed upon noble Hints 



























































—Thus with ten wounds — 
BB River-Dragon tamed at length fubmits 
ltt his Sojourners depart, and o i 
bles his ftubborm-heart, but ill as lee 
ws harden'd after thaw, till in his rage 
ing whom he late difmeifs'd, the Sea 
4 rs him with his hoft, but them lets pals 
kp m dry Land between two Chryftal walls, 
by the rod of Mofes fo to land 








jver-Dragon is an Allufion to the Crocodile, which 
the Nile, from whence Egypt derives her Plenty. 
fon is taken from that Sublime Paflage in Ezekiel. 
6 dg the Lord God, behold, I am againft chee a 
erm OegyPt, the great Dragon that lieth in the midft of his 


ile, ith bath faid, My River is mixe own, and I have 
d by Sif my felf. Milton has given us another very noble 
. uegecl Image in the fame Defcription, which is co- 
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it Word for Word out of the Hiftory of Mofes. 


bright be will purfue, but his approach 
tus defends between till morning watch; 
ae through the fiery pillar and the cloud 
rincheaf@! Woking forth, will trouble all his hoatt, 
craze their Chariot Wheels: when by command 
ies once more his potent Rod extends 
the Sea; the Sea his Rod obeys 5 
tr Embattelled ranks the waves return 
nerehelm their War: —————— 


Principal Defign of this Epifode was to give Adam 
Holy Perfon, who was to reinftate Human 
that Happinefs and Perfeétion from which it 















Hac tum nomina erunt, nunc funt fine nomine terra. 


The Poet has very finely reprefented the Joy and Glad- 
nefs of Heart, which rifes in Adam upon his Difcovery of 
the Mefliah. As he {ees his Day at a diltance through Types 
and Shadows, he rejoices in it; but when he finds the Re- 
demption of Man compleated, and Paradife again renewed, 
he breaks forth in Raptute and Tranfport, 

O goodnefs infinite, goodze/s izxmenfe! 
That all this good of evil fhall produce. &c. 

I havehinted, in my Sixth Paper on Milton, that an Heroic 
Poem, according to the Opinion of the beft Criticks, ought to 
end happily, and leave the Mind of the Reader, after havin 
conducted it through many Doubts and Fears, Sorrows an 
Difquietudes, ina ftate of Tranquillity and Satisfaction. 
Milton’s Fable, which had fo many other Qualifications to re- 
commend it, was deficient in this Particular. It is here 
therefore, that the Poct has fhewn a moft exquifite Judg- 
ment, as well as the fineft Invention, by finding out a Me- 
thod to fupply this Natural Defe& in his Subje&. Accord- 
ingly he leaves the Adverfary of Mankind, in’ the laft View 
which he gives us of him, under the loweft State of Mortifi- 
cation and Difappointment. We fee him chewing Afhes, 
grovcling in the Duft, and loaden with Supernumerary Pains 
and Torments. On the contrary, our two firft Parents are 
comforted by Dreams and Vifions, cheared with Promifes 
of Salvation, and, in a manner, raifed to a greater Happinefs 
than that which they had forfeited: In thort, Satan is repre- 
fented miferable in the height of his Triumphs, and dam 
triumphant in the height of Mifery. 

Milton's Pocm-ends very nobly. The laft Speeches of 4- 
dam and the Arch-angel are full of Moral and Inftruétive Sen- 
timents, The Sleep that fell upon Eve, and the effeéts it had in 
quieting the Diforders of her Mind, produces the fame kind 
of Confolation in the Reader, who cannot perufe the lait 
beautiful Speech which is afcrib’d to the Mother of Mane 
kind, without a fecret Pleafure and Satisfaction. : 


Whence thou return’ft, and whither went’, I know ; 
For God is alfo in Sleep, and dreams advife, 
Which be hath fent propiticus, fome great good 
Prefaging, fince with Sorrow and Hearts difirefs 
Wearled I fell afleep: Lut now lead on; 

In me is xo delay: with thee to go 

Is to flay here; without thee here to flay 

Is to go hence unwalling; thou to me 

Art all things under Heav'n, all places thon 
Who for my wilful crime art banifh'd hence. 
This farther Confolation yet fecure 

I carry hence; though all by me is loft, 

Such favour, I unworthy, am vouch/af'd, 

By me the promifed Seed fhall all reftore. 


The following Lines which conclude the Poem rife in 
a mott glorious blaze of Poetical Images and Expreffions. 

Heliodorus in his Athiopicks acquaints us that the Motion 
of the Gods differs from that of Mortals, as the former do 


not ftir their Feet, nor proceed Step by Sten. hnt flide a’an 
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Lid them direit; and down the Clif as fafi 
To. the fubjeded plain; then difappear’d. 

~ They looking back &¢.—-—_—-—— 

The Profpect which our firft Parents are furprifed 
with “upon their looking back on -Paradife, wonder- 
fully ftrikes the Reader’s Imagination, as nothing .can be 
more natural than the Tears they fhed on that Occafion. 

They looking back, all th’ Eaftern fide beheld 
Of Paradife, (o late their happy Seat, 
Wav'd over by that flaming brand, the gate 
With dreadful faces throng’d and fiery Arms: 
Some natural tears they dropp'd, but wiped them foon; 
The world was all before them, where to chufe 
Their place of veft, and providence their Guide: 

If I might prefume to offer at the fmalleft Alteration in 
this Divine Work, I fhould think the Poem would end bet- 
ter with the Paflage here quoted, than with the two Verfes 
which follow. 


They hand in hand with wandering fleps and flow, 
Through Eden took their folitary way. 

Thefe two Verfes, though they have their Beauty, fall 
very much below the foregoing Paflage, and renew in the 
Mind of the Reader that Anguifh which was pretty well laid 
by that Confideration, 


The World was all before them, where to chufe 
Their place of reft, and providence their Guide. 


The number of Bocksin Paradife Loft isequal to thofe of the 
£neid, Our Author in his Firft Edition had divided his Poem 
into ten Books, but afterwardsbroke the Seventh and the Ele- 
venth each of them into twe different. Books, by the help 
of fome {mall Additions. This fecond Divifion was made 
with great Judgment, as any one may fee who will be at 
the painsof examining it. It wasnot done for the fake of fuch 
a Chimerical Beauty as that of refembling Virgil in this par- 
ticular, but for the more juft and regular Difpofition of 


‘this great Work. 
‘Thole 


whohaveread Beffu,and many of the Criticks who 
have written fincehistime, willnot parden me if Idonot find 
out the particularMoral which is inculcatedinParadifeLof.Tho’ 
I canby no means think with the la‘t-mentioned French Au- 
thor, that an Epic Writer firft of all pitches upon a certain 
Moral, as the Ground-work and Foundation of his Poem, 
and afterwards finds out a Story to it : 1am, however, of 
Opinion, that no juf Heroic Poem ever was, or can be 


made, from whence one great Moral may not be deduced. 
“That whichreigns in Milton is the moft univerfal and moft 


ufeful that can be imagined; it is in fhort this, that Obedi- 
ence to the Will of God makes Men happy, and that Difo- 
bedience makes them~miferable, This is-vilibly the Moral 
of the principal Fable which turns upon ddam and Eve, who 
continued in Paradife whilethey kept the Command that was 

iven them, and were driven out of it as foon as they had 
tranfgrefled. This is likewife the Moral of the principal E- 
pifode, which fhews us How an innumerable multitude of 
Angels fell from their State of Blifs, and were caft into 
Hell upon their Difobedience. Befides this great Moral, 
which may be looked upon as the Soul of the Fable, there 
are an in&nity of Under-Morals which are to be drawn 
from the {everal parts of the Poem, and which make this Work 
more ufeful and inftruétive than any other Peem@# any Lan- 


uage. 
. Thole who have criticifed on the Odyffey, the Iiad, and 
ZEmid, have taken a great deal of pains to fix the number 
of Months or Days contain’d in the Action of each of thofe 
Poems. If any one thinks it worth his while to examine 
this Particular in Miltow, he will find that from Adam's firft 
Appearance in the Fourth Book, to his Expulfion from Para- 
dije in the Twelfth, the Author reckons ten Days. As for 
that part of the Aétion which is defcribed in the three firft 
Books, as it dees not pafs within the Regions of Nature, I 
have before obferv’d that, it is not fubject to any Calculati- 
ons of Time. 

I have now finifh’d my Obfervations on a Work which 
does an Honour to the Englifh Nation. I have taken 
a general View of it under thofe four Heads, the Fa- 
ble, the Characters, the Sentiments and the Language, 
and made each of them the Subject of a particular Paper. I 
have in the next place fpoken of the Cenfures which our 
Author may incur under each of thefeHeads, which I have 
confined to two Papers, tho’I might have enlarged the 
number, if J had been difpofed to dwell on fo ungrateful a 
Subje&t. I believe, however, that the fevereft Reader will 
not find any little fault in Heroic Poetry, which this Author 
has fallen into, that does not come under one of thofe 
Heads among which I have diftributed his feveral 
Blemifhes. After having thus treated at large of Paradife 
Left, I could not think it fufficient to have celebrated this 
Poem in the whole, without defcending to Particulars. I 
have therefore beftowed a Paper upon each Book, and en- 
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‘of the Poet fhines by a happy Invention, a diftag. 


. which he has made of feveral Poetical Paffages in:4, 

















i saath 
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deavonred | not only to thew thit Os Poet is tag 
eneral, but to point out its parti Beauties 

emia wherein they confift. I have endey “ 
how fome Paffages are. beautiful by being 
‘others by being Soft, others by being Narugj, 
of them are recomimended-by the Paffion, which ime’ 
Moral, which by the Sentiment, and which by Aim. 
preffion. I have endeavoured to,fhew how. 
or a judicious Imitation; how he has copied or ig | 
Homer or Virgil, and raifed his own Imaginati ns by 


I might have inferted-feveral Paflages of Tajo, wide 
Author has likewife imitated; but as I do not loo, 
Taffo to be a fufficient Voucher, I would not p 
Reader wi:h fach Quotations, as might de more f 
to the Italian than the Englifh Poet. In fhort, I hayes 
voured to particularize thofe innumerable Kinds of p 
which it would be tedious to recapitulate, by 
are effential to Poetry, and which may be met 
the Works of this great Author. Had I thought, at nll 
engaging in this Delign, that it would have led mil 
reat a length, I believe I fhould never have enterg 
it; but the kind Reception which it has met with 
thofe whofe Judgments I have a Value for, as wel 
uncommon Demands which my Bookéfeller tells me 
made for thefe particular Difcourfes, give ie no 
to repent of the Pains I have been at is compotiag 


ERRATA in the Speators, 

No. 327. Col. 1.1. 11. after a, r. wonderful, db 
beexpreiled, Col. 2. 1. ss. deleto. No. 333. Col, 
for entered, renters. Col. 4. 1.48. for had he og 
has. 1. 0. dele he has with great Adureds interfperfed 
after Reliefs, add, being interfperfed. 1. 53. after 
aele to the End. No. 339. In twe Motto, for Ovid rf 
Col. 1.1. 69. for comes r. goes. No. 351. Col. iff 
after /Encas dele that. Col.'2.1. 26. dele with, he, 1. 
rua r. iflued. 1. ¢2. after up, add, a. Co! 3.1.2, 
r. cafts. 1.65. for that r.thofe. No. 357. Col. 1. 
this r. his. 1.74. dele and Death, Col.2. 1. 1. delete 
4. 1. 53. for from r. that. 

ADVERTISEMENTS.F. 
At the Defire. of feveral Perfons of Qe. ' 
By Her Majefty’s Company of Come, 7, 
T the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane, this, 
Saturday she gd Day of May, will by Presented aCo 
The Rover. or The Banifh’d Cavaliers, The Part of th 
Mr. Wilks, Hellena by Mrs, Bradfhaw, Ned Blunt by 
and all the oth.r Parts to the beft Advan'age. Towhich 
a Farce of one-A& only, called The st<geCoach. By he 
Command no Perfone are to b: admitned behind the SceneuMen 
monday nexewill be prefe.ted a C.m.dycali’d, Love muta: 






















































or, The Fop’s Fortune, For the Benefit uf Mr. Pen bf On 
Never Periorm’d before. ae 
to 










AL the Queen’s Theatre in the Hay-Mark 
prefent Saurday being the 3d Day of Muy, will be. 
Lew Ozera call’d Hercules, The Boxes'8s. Pic 5s. Fith@e, 
6d, }\»ror Gallery1s,6d. Boxes upon the Stage Half 
To begis ac half aa hour after fewen, che Ercertainment 
By her Maj-%y’s Cummand no Perfons are co be edmiaito 
the Scenes. } 

g@ An extraordinary Colle&ion of Origi 
Qures by the moft ceiebrated Icalian Mafters, viz. Corregi 
Paulo Veronefe, Ju'in Romano, Tintoret, Palma, Baffin 
Michael Ang. Bataglia, Borgognone, Brancefcv Bollognele, a 
will be fala by Auction on Thurfday the 8ch of May Ing: 
Petitier’s next Heute to the Wheathheaf, in Henriecta-ftr 
Garden; where Catalogues may be had, aad at Mr. Brell 
two Flower Pots in Sommerfet Yard. The Pidures may} 
Tucfday and Wednefdiy before the Sa'e. 

In George-ftreet in York Buildings in the. 
the third Houfe on the Right Hand, Number 3 being ever 
may be had Mony lent. upon Plate aadeJewels, at réaionab 

A large Shop and Room itanding near the1 s 
very convenient fur aa Offi-e, or any other good Bufinefs ummdcrati 
Enqu're of Mr. Twisting at Tom’s Coffee-noufe in Devertiiy Paffi: 
near the Temple back Gate. ert, a 

The late Dwelling Houfe of Samuel Ald . 
Stanes, in the County of Middlef:x, Acorney at Law, laegpOms ai 
with the Gardens, Orchards and Outhoufes very Suitable id, ow 
niant fcr a Gentleman, to be lett, Inquire at: Ms. Lacammy Writ 
over-agairft Durham Yard in che Srracd, or at Tnomes ’ 
atthe Plum of Feathers in Scanes, ' 3 MS, an 

To be Lett at Kew Green near Richmond itiinfers 
a very good Houfe, fuur Rocms on a Floor, furaifhed of ATOR 
ed, with ail convei:ienc Outhoufes, Coack-houfés and Samm ° 
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good Gardens well walled with Fruit, and about 3 @¢ 
Meadow Ground, Enquire at Mr. Lely’scn Kew. Gieea 
at Mr. Edward Mountency’s Chambers, No.7. io Lincala’s 


quare. . a " 
This Day is Publifhed, 

A full Confutation of Witchcraft. More 
larly of the Depofi:ions againft Jane Wenham lately Co 
a Witch at Hertford, in which the Modern Notions of 
Over:hrown, and the ill Confequences of fach ast 
In a Letter from a ape in Hertfordthire to bis Fae? 
don, Price 6d, Sold by J. Baker in Pater-Nofter-Rows 
be had the Impoffibiliry ot Witcheraft by anor 
























the Strand, 


Sold . Baldwin in Warwick-Lane. where A ae ‘a 
as alfo by Charles Lillie, Perfumer, 3 where Advertifements are:t 





Dolphin in Little-Briéi 






at the Corner of Beanu/ford-Byj 






